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Group Test [0 00

Bargain vs bling:
metal axe face-off

8 Hear our prayers,ye metal gods, and rain down upon us four electric
Y guitars that shalt smite our audiences in a quest for TG's coveted
1 Group Test award! =
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Peavey PXD
Tragicll

you're gonng
it might ba ac r bluesmen
to tickle & 64 Gretsch, the go-faster,
play-harder nature of metal «
a lean, mean, modern killlng machine
that soaks up the brutality of your
right hand and captures the nuances
of your l=ft, Anything less and vou'll
face a recreatlon of the ‘you su
scenario from Guitar Hero — with real
spitand flying botties:
It's @asy to be demanding when
you're 4_'15*1;.- Mustaine, The mission

ement of this Group Test s to
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Flip the page to
find out which one
wion our Group Test
head-to-head

Cort KX5

horrs tattooed on his
to the e nimium-w:
fingertips
powerchard

wou thirow

mosher proud, We wanted to get
our hands on at least one axe
would scare'the children — and found
it with the new (
— but elsewnen

rmodels that
..... i | 2 ProvE me can be mature,
beautiful

R.ITET

Thisis a carried
out by metallers in lab coats. Stand
weall ek,

The four horsemen

While the res oild goes to
hell ina handcart, the metal industry
|5 positively buoyant, enabling TG to
select a guartet that would do ary

"WHAT HAPPENS WHEN YOU THROW

is be the higg
harm knocked Arsenal out of the
FACup in 19927 B

ver hiow the metal market-treats
from ihe frustrated
| - manager ks out at the

FOUR ELECTRICS AT FOUR DISPARATE



LTD MH-401QM &5z

What overdrafts were invented for

fong with leather
trovcars from Prada
and a nose ring from
Tiffary), the luxurious
LTD MH-4010M = the automatic
choece of the executive metaller,
IT thig guitar were ary mors
expensie, it'd be an ESP.

The sizxbe: LTT doesn't mess
about by pretending that all axes
are cregted equal. Take a sguizz
at the website and you'll find the
MH-401084 at the head of the
MH family, confirming its flagshin
status with a spec whose

H Body

Shock-rockers won't appreciate

the clean lines, but techniclans
will find the LTD a great platform

H Pichups Elves superior sustaln
The combo of active EMG 81 and faels bulletproaf,
and 85 humbickers is ong of but you'll pay for it
metal's greatest partnerships
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Ataglance

BODY: Solid mahogany
with quilted maple top
NECK: Maple, set-thu
FINGERBOARD: R sevwood
with block inlays

SCALE: 7557

PRCKUPS:; Active EMG BS
[neck) and 81 [bridge)
CONTROLS: Master
volume, masier fone,
pickup selecton
HARDWARE: Black nickal
ANISH: Blue [pictured],

The LTD's set-thru neck Rad

mighlights Include a set-thiu
rmaple neck, syalte mahoganmy
body topped with quilted maple,
active EMG BIYBS humbuckers
{powered by a nine-volt battery
for monster cutpot) and &

Flowd Rose Special bridge. And

BC Rich Draco =715

Murnmy, I'm scared!

here aren't many axes

that can make the Dean

Razorback look ke a

bitter knife, but the
States' BC Rich has done: It with
the new Draco Test i1 Were
scared to even touch It

Thae sizzle: Winning features ke
the mahogany thni-meck, ebarmy
frettoard and twin all neck
pickup all support the second-
highest orice tag but it's the
Rockfield Fat Ass bDridge 'bucker
that offers most potentisl. “The

1 % | el

H Pickups

Rockfield was designed for
plavers that have those crazy
super-acrobatic styles that we
all stare at inamazement.”
riotes the wehsits, "The custom
bobbins houss larger polepieces

the second indication of how

seriousty L TD takes this modal ?
The hetfty £5823 asking price — a
prohibltlve figure confirning the
great urmwashed need not apoly.

We say: TG has tried several MH
rmadels, but this s 8 different
class It doesn't ook overthy
metal, but playe-a Blinder, with
the ergonomic doublecut giving
total freedorm and the Fiovd and
speedy U-profile neck suggesting
that if you can't sound good Bn
this guitar, give up. We all know
about the malevolent grind of

= Body
The outrageous body is
inspired by the tall of a
dragon: how metal is that7?

Thi neck rall is decant, but the | B Voluma contrsl CONTACT: Resett: 01376
Rﬁtmd :{-:att Ass reparfdsents The Lack of tone dial and ;Egl:ﬂ. :
SRR SRRy nooption of selecting both i

plckups is frustrating

that holp transfer strng vibration
from pulls, bends and keacks for
less tonal drop-off and better
articulaticn and note definition”

Wea say: \While it's visually as
divisiva as Marrmite and should
probably offer a vibrato, the
Draco Baiances better than you'd
think and impressss with the
bend-frierdly fretboard and the
endless sustalin of tha thru neck
A cornbined woluomesplckup
colector glves the choice of neck
ar bridge — but not both - and

CONTALT: Salection UK
015 £19460
WER: wwww EspEuftass.com

EMIG's 81 and B5. and here they
sound even more dangerous,
flavoured by the mahogany and
the sustain of the neck format.
wWhat surpiises is the edoy
semmer-of the clean woice:, like
an ron fist ina velvet glove.

Technically, it's the bast guitar
in the Group Test. But at £529, it
damn well should be.

For: Luxurious feel, glorious tone
Agalnst: Too expensive for many

188 & o

For the gentleman mosher

Ataglance

BODY: Sofid mahogany
NECK: Manogany, thiu
FINGERBOARD: Exaiy
with dot mlays

SCALE: 557

PICKURS: Twin @il (neck)
and Rockfield Fat Ass
(brigge]

CONTROLS: Wastar yoiume
| [with push-pull pickup

| sEtector}

| HARDWARE: Black nickal
FIRISH: Oy [pactuned |

the absemnce af a tone furthar
soueeres aptions, but who neecds
twedkability when the default
setting rocks this hard? The rail
is thick and thurmping, but it's
the Fat Ass that hits hardest,
matciing the clairms of pin-sham
clarty and lending unigue snser
20 solos, We like.

ISUMMARY |
For: Eye-popping visuals, bridge tone
Against: You risk looking ridicilous

b % % 6 o 1

50 good, it's scany




“THE CORT KX5'S NECK AND
FINGERBOARD ARE A JOY,

SUPPORTING ANY TECHNIQUE"

Peavey PXD TragicIl %0

Triumph or tragedy?

her a guitar armves

in-a coffin flight

Case, it's always a

Hood sign. When
the Grim Reaper appears beslde
vou Ina puff of foul-smelling
srmoke-and asks if he can "have
a o, it's an even betler one

The sizzle: Peavey envisages
the PAD Series-as the “perfoct
complement” to Its exEing
G505 amps, as cranked by
Triviurm, Machine Head et al and
though TS Is unning It through
a Marshall, wea're hoping the

- m Afterburnier

BARGAIN V5 BLING: METAL AXE FACE-OFF €5 GROUP TEST
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BODY: Solid mabagany

Body The Afterburner is a NECK: Maliogary, se2
o coal touch, but fts tonal NI e
The Tragic body hias an Explorer fmpact s mare subtle FINGERBOARTD: Rosawood
vibe, but plays like 3 go-faster than we'd hoped with dot infays
version of Glbson's deslgn SCALE: 24 75

PICKUPS: 25 EMG active

+
I'E'
firmn’s claims still ring true, “\With
supercharged active pickups
anchored to manacing slabs

of tone-sustaining mahogamy,
trampets the Peavey marketing
gepartment, “*PXD gultars are
built for speed, sticing teads and

Cort KX5 coso

Meet the giant-killer

—

ou may Bave noticed

the numbers turnbling

a5 this Group Test

gathers pace, leading
TE to ourlogicat concluslon with
Cort's rock-botiom kXS

The sizxle: Inevitably, ghen

the price tag, Cort can't wawve
aftarmarsat pickups or premium
timbers in our faces, but it can
be proud of a spec sheet that's
taLegh and professional, The
aubtexl s that, no, you wouldn't
choosa the kxS if the recong

-:;':!?; af;:jlssiﬁlgndues BO0Y: Solid bamswood
pports i
developing technigue NECK: Magtz, balt-on
= | FINGERBOARD: Ftevwnod
= | W Pickups with dot nlays
5 They lack the kudos of EMGs, SCALE: /55"
but these Motherbuckers PICKUPS: 25 Febra
pack a versatile punch Motherbuchksers
||\ CONTROLS: Mastar

| Meck

u Pickups
There's no knocking active
EMGs, but the Tragic's
clean volce doesn't have
the characier of some

razor-sharp riffs” OF greatest
interest to technophiles is the
innowvative EMG-AB Afterburner
tone clireult, which claimsto
“boost Input galn up to 20dB for
the highest levels of saturation”,

Wa say: The Tragic = reasonably
priced, well baslt, won't tle you to
metal and combines bulletproof
foundations with flashes of
wiemsy — the sensible choice:
Wisually, vait'll drave paralisis with
an Explorer, but there's actually
better goress, @ neck profile
that gobbles up virtunsity znd

The maple neck is tough and

label gave you a bBlank chegque
bat;, ves, its plenty good encugh
fir serlous glgang and will die
for your cause. “Oyr KX Seres
has a.sleek body design that s
lizhtweiaht and well-Balanced”

professional — just what you
moed when youi're starting out

rotes Cort, quistly, "its string-
thru body design with Tone Pros
locking bridee systern delivers
endless fone and sustaln.”

We say: Let's be frank. The KX5
is not the best guitar In this best,
bt It's o winner because this
giant-killer reprasents the best
retum on £269 in Ivng rnarmany.
The neck and fingerboard are

2 No-NoNSense joy, supporting
any technigue. The hurmbuckers
detiver g balanced punch that
fairly flags the trousers, For oncs,

ceram; plckups
CONTROLS: Zx volurms,
Afterbumer, pickup-salector
HARDWARE: Baack nickel
FANISH: Black [pictunad]
CONTALT: Peavay
Eletbronics (11536 40134
LWEBE iwww paavercom

a rrate fimish that stops vou
sweating like a plg.

The Tragic's clean vosce isn't
as subtle as the LTD, but you'll
forgive It when you make those
ENIGS angry and get a Hetfield
crunch and brittle Harmmett
leads. The only letdown |s the
Alterbumer, whose fone-shaping
is hardly the stuff of revolution,

For: Great value for a spec like this
Against: Clean woice, Afterburner

iyas It's not Tragic — s magicl

woldrme, master bone (with
coil tap). pickup sefector
HARDWARE: Dia-cas!
ANISH: Whita Feal

| [pictired], Black Matallic
CONTACT: 1 Distelbution
003 535 D01 34768

WERB: wwwicort-guitars,
ok

the coll tap is fenuinsly useful.
offering classy singlecoil fones
and ensuning Yyou dan't just chug
Ik a maoron, 0K, it doesn't lock
that ‘metal’, bt even that mild
criticism dissolves whan wou
realise-there's a black vibrato
rrodel for £E200. Poor people
have never had It s good

For: : Price, watertight performance
Agalnst: Not the most metal styling
i v

Breadiine rockers” heaven
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